
 
    

     

               
        

              

                  
                   

                 
      

               
             

        

           
 

        
 

             
  

 
           

    
 

           
 

            
                 

           

      

            
 

 
              

    

     

               
        

              

                  
                   

                 
      

               
             

        

           

        

             
  

           
    

           
 

            
                 

           

      

            
 

             
 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Enduring Success at Motlow State 

At Motlow State Community College, we begin the 2025–26 academic year with a theme rooted 
in both our history and our future: ENDURE. 

Not endure as in “grit your teeth and suffer.” Not endurance as mere survival. 

At Motlow, to endure is to carry success with strength and steadiness so it does not soften us, 
but steels us for greater service. To endure is to keep our edge when the applause is loudest, to 
keep our purpose clear when notoriety tempts us to drift, and to keep moving forward when it 
would be easier to stand still. 

For 56 years, Motlow State has stood as a premier teaching and learning community — 
student-centered, resilient, and committed to growth. Over the past decades, we have achieved 
what many thought a community college could not: 

● Recognition in the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher Education. 

● Ranking as the top-performing institution multiple times. 

● Faculty, staff, and students who have trained and credentialed themselves beyond any 
former recognition. 

● A reputation for resilience—rising after storms, tragedies, and disruptions, always 
rebuilding and serving together. 

● Leadership in simulated training environments, applied vision systems, and aviation 
programs. 

These are real achievements. But enduring success means more than celebrating them—it 
means treating every accolade not as a resting place but as a responsibility. Success can be a 
soft pillow; endurance requires us to stay sharp, purposeful, and forward-looking. 

What Enduring Success Means at Motlow 

In 2025–26, we frame enduring success through TILT: Teaching, Innovation, Learning, and 
Training. 

5002 Motlow College Blvd, Smyrna, TN 37167 / 931-393-1682 / www.motlow.edu / www.mscc.edu 
1 

http://www.motlow.edu
http://www.mscc.edu
www.mscc.edu
www.motlow.edu


 
    

          
       

           
       

          
       

             
           
  

    

           
     
       
    
        
      

    

        

      
      
       
              

 

       

                
        

              
    

              
           

 

 

 
              

    
          

       
           

       
          

       
             

           
  

    

           
     
       
    
        
      

    

        

      
      
       
              

 

       

                
        

              
    

              
           

 

             
 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
● Teaching: Elevating pedagogy through active learning, simulation, problem-solving, and 

feedback loops that transform instruction into impact. 
● Innovation: Expanding simulations, vision systems, and aviation with industry alignment, 

scaling what works, and sharing knowledge broadly. 
● Learning: Strengthening pathways from micro-credentials to degrees, ensuring every 

credential holds value in the labor market. 
● Training: Partnering with employers to deliver talent that is both immediate and 

enduring, aligning competencies with careers, and ensuring training hours transfer into 
academic credit. 

Or more simply: ENDURE. 

● Elevate standards after success, not just before the next crisis. 
● Navigate change with clarity. 
● Discipline our practices and show impact. 
● Unify across divisions. 
● Reach further into new communities and industries. 
● Execute with accountability and transparency. 

The Character of Endurance 

Enduring success requires character as well as skill: 

● Humility to credit one another. 
● Courage to name our gaps. 
● Steadiness to continue when novelty fades. 
● Joy in the daily craft of teaching, serving, repairing, advising, coaching, and supporting 

students. 

A Call to Faculty, Staff, and Students 

● To our faculty: You are the source code of Motlow. Enduring success begins with your 
preparation, your patience, and your rigor with compassion. 

● To our staff and administrators: You are the force multipliers who make systems 
seamless and strategies operational. 

● To our students: You are why we exist. We see you—first-generation, returning adults, 
dreamers, doers—and we are committed to providing education worthy of your 
sacrifice. 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
Looking Forward 

This year, Motlow commits to measurable goals: 

● Expanding simulation-enabled courses and high-impact practices. 
● Scaling applied labs in aviation and vision systems with validated standards. 
● Increasing credential-to-degree stackability and reducing time-to-completion. 
● Growing employer-aligned training programs that strengthen local economies. 
● Maintaining resilience through tested readiness and continuity plans. 

These are not slogans; they are promises—budgeted, scheduled, and owned. 

Enduring as a Torch 

Success is not a trophy on a shelf; it is a torch. Torches light the way, but they also grow heavy. 
Institutions that merely admire the flame set the torch down. Institutions that endure success 
share the weight and keep walking—further into communities that still need light. 

Motlow State has already proven it can win. Now, together, we must prove we can carry the win 
year after year, not letting it carry us away. 

Motlow State—let’s endure. Let’s endure success through Teaching, Innovation, Learning, and 
Training—so that more students, more families, and more communities can endure hardship 
less, and hope more. 
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